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MD drug research grant

IT'S been two years since
Ballymena woman Tracy
McCausland and her husband
William received the awful news
that their beautiful little boy Sam -
who was then just one year old -
has a progressive muscle wasting
condition called Congenital
Muscular Dystrophy:.

Muscular Dystrophy affects thou-
sands of children in the UK, and
causes the muscles of the body 1o
gradually waste away.

Children become dependent on
wheelchairs at a very early age and
as the muscles continue to waste
they become guadriplegic, suffer
from scoliosis [twisting and distor-
tion of the spine) and develop
painful muscle contractures. They
also lose the ability to breathe and
eat without assistance,

At this moment there are no effec-
tive treatments or cures for any of
this group of over 40 neuro-musci-
lar conditions,

As a rare disease, the form of mus-
cular dystrophy from which Sam
suffers (merosin deficient congeni-
tal muscular dystrophy, MDC1A for
short] has until now been largely
ignored in research and drug devel-
opment,

Tracy, a former pupil of
Cambridge House, explained “In
April 2008 we set up the charity
“Struggle Against Muscular
Dystrophy, Tust over one year on,
with huge susiart both financially
and emotionally from the people of
MI and a number of extremely suc-
cessful fundraising events under
our belts, we have raized almost
£200,0000"

“One of our core commitments

Little Sam McCausland, the
Inspiration behind the
PleaseFixSAM ch_ar[tr

announced grant funding totalling
over £1735,000 to evaluate 3 promis-
ing CMD drug candidates in 2010:
an NFKappaB inhibitor, laminin
111, and a muscle specific IgF
upregulator.,

A separate effort to identify dis-
ease blomarkers specific to merosin
deficient CMD (MDCLA) will also
be funded by SAM in association

the many thousands of families
whose lives have been affected
Congenital Muscular Dystrophy”,
says Gillian Garrett, Chairperson of
SAM.

“It is now critical that we main-
taiél this level of funding into the
subsequent s of these projects”
she added. i e

On January 15 superstars from

G.30pm. i

People are invited to book them-
selves in to Spin with the Stars for
an hour or more, with a minimum
donation of £10 per hour by email-
ing info@helpsam.info, The event is
being run in conjunction with the
Irish Racer Awards,

“I am totally delighted at the
involvement of all of these hig
names from the world of sport.
Their support of SAM will help to
bring attention to the great work
that the charity is involved in. It
moves me that people are so sup-
portive of our charity - and the
generosity of people especially in
such a harsh economic climate is
stagzering, " said Tracy,

Flans are also afoot for this vears
EMERALD BALL, which will be held
in the BEuropa Hotel on March 13,
This promises to top even last year's
event, which was a huge success for
the charity. We can reveal that the
2010 event will be hosted by Jimmy
Nesbitt and Emma-Louise
Johnston, Information about this
and other fundraising events are
available on the charity website
wyww.helpsam.info.

Tracy added “I know that none of
us know what the future holds for
our children, but in Sam's case we
do know what lies ahead - and it is
a life of suffering and pain UNLESS
we can find a treatment or a cure.
The work we are doing in raising
money to fund research through
the SAM charity gives me hope.
There is great cause for optimism
that within the next 5 years we will
at least have an effective treatment
to slow the rate at which the mus-
cles are wasting,
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